How to Successfully Complete the FAFSA

This document was created toguide GHS students as they complete the FAFSA. Use this as a resource, but do not
hesitate to ask the counseling office financial aid offices at colleges, or tax preparation expertsif you have any
guestions throughout the process. There are built in help options throughout the FAFSA (Help and Hints boxes on the
right of each page) and studentaid.gov has very comprehensive information to help students navigate the financial aid
process.

Remember: you are completing the 2018 -2019 FAFSA that is available on October 1st, 2017. Complete the FAFSA
by March 1 st, 2017for priority aid consideration. Aid is given out by colleges on a first -come, first -served basis.

Createdwith guidance from the U-Aspire FAFSA: Comprehensive Completian for the Practitioner training and Form Your Future

1 Go to FAFSA.gov to access the FAFSADo NOT go to 2 If you (the student) already have an FSA ID, enter it on
FAFSAcom!Cl i ck AStart A New FAFSA ptheleft Ifyoygongthgye an FSA ID, or your parent is
accessing the FAFSA for the first time. Click Login if starting your FAFSA for yjpu,
you already started and are returning to finish or make informa tion on the right side. It is recommended to
corrections. start with the FSA ID/create one prior to starting the
FAFSA.
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Get Started

Welcome, GDIT DuATA)

Fill gt oot FAF SA (Fres Appicanion for Fedaral Srudganr A
To recere federdl Shedent Snancal 3id. you reeed 10 Ml ol 3 FAFSA every 300000 pear. LelE ged sladed

Far which schoal year are you applying for financial aid?
START 201 7-2018
20172018 school year FiF5a,
START 2016-2017
2016-3017 school year FaF5a
I youw are Apoiing for 8 Surmmes 683100, of just dom enow which applcation 1 complete, check wilh e colege
124 are planning o afend
FE4 10 Last Time, Date FE8 10 Used 408, 042002018
FSA D Statws:

LERLSCCaunL Manacamanl
ViU £an wid pour PS4 0 10 ign yeur FAFSA slacironiclly or make confeciond 1o your FAF S,

HEED HELPT

Once you log in, you will see a version of this page. You
3llwill have the 0 2418 -20A9 kK AF &

NOT 2017-2018. This is important !
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You wi || need to create a
is used in case you need to save your FAFSA and log in
later to submit it. Write this Save Key down. Once

you submit your FAFSA you will no longer need it.
This is different than your FSA ID!
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Start Your 2015-2016 FAFSA Help and Hints
= Craate & Save Hey
::r:nm1m||| Enior e saws sy you created
Wi you Elafled this
Croate a Save Key. applicalion ar pomeclion
The Save Key is for emporary use for you oF your panent [ relum and comgiate this
igiezilic FAFSA T S Wy 18 Belvwaiedi 4 &
B characiens korg | can contan
Craate & Save Ky any cormiination of rumbers
and / oF ubpeCaEs and
Iowarcass s For axampie,
Re-arter Save Koy e save ey “Siudantl” is
diffarent thar ths save Ry
“sTuDaNtZ."
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Condirmation

Intreduction Page - 2015-2016 FAFSA

Use e Next and Previous bunions 1o move from page 1o page in the form I you use
VOUr rowser's back and fonvand bumons o move from page 10 CADE. you may lose your
data

Additional information about FAFSA on fhe Wabc

H Tl el gy FAFSAT

Hicr mrany SIE0S Goes il Lake W compisle?

H WAl It S B COeT a7

Can | save my FAFSA I I can't Anish 7

Doouments needed o .'.l‘l'TEﬂlE‘ fha EAFSA
Gining e FAFSA

EAESA g fha Wb Sacurity &0 Privaty

Theselinks will provide information on completing the
FAFSA if you would like to reference them. Also, you
are reminded to use the NEXT and PREVIOUS buttons
at the bottom of the pagesi NOT the back and forward
buttons on your browser!

This is the beginning of the FAFSA. Make sure all
questions are answered correctly. If you guess on
something and move on, make sure you make a note to
return to it! Your name should match your social

security card exactly!

When you enter your email on this page, you will
receive ALL communication about your FAFSA
electronically through this email, NOT through USPS.

It is very important to check your email ! It is

recommended to use the same email you used to create
your FSA ID, which hopefully is not your GHS email.
Your GHS email expires and you will need access to

this information after you graduate.

Your permanet isleghone numder

Your e-mal a0ress Ré- your 6-ma a00*ess

%0.00m newuser@tafsadermo com

. ~ . . .
Driverds License info is |not
(7] (5500

s
Studert School Dependency Parant Firanciel Sign & Confirmanon
Demographics Salwcaon Stans Dernograpghcs Irdormanon L
‘/, \
Student Demographic Information Help and Hints
Student's Last Name

Your \ast naew Your fest name Your mace ena

Lastname Susan Quniion 1

s Your Socal Securty Number This s your proper last ~ame

T 06E.05-3011 not & ckname, and il must

malch exactly e fame on

U Your Qate of Sih (memooyyyy) your Social Security care

ERL-RET I ] REmember 10 0Ny LSe WIS

D {A-Z), rumbers {0-9), perods

Are you male or female? (). apostrophes (7). dashes (-]
E NVie Feras or blanis (spaces). No other

Your permanent maiing eddress (inchude apt. number) N~
N 1122 STRAGHT STREET Morur»»
T Your city (and country fact US.)  Your state

LEESBURG Mearyara <]

Your 2P code

20708

Have you ivec n Maryland for ar sas: 5 years?

Yes No

What is your martal status as of wocay?
Sevect

Do you havvs Crivers ICanse HOMation Thet you wart 1o provde ?
Yes ONo

wvous] IR
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Healp Help
Student School Dependency Parent Financial S| Student School Dependency Parent Financial Sign & Confirmation
Demographics Selection Status Demographics Information St Demographics Selection Status Demographics  Information Submit
| e b
Student Eligibility Student Eligibility Help and Hints
- Type of Degree / Certificate
Are you 2 U.S. ctizen? Are you a U.S. citizen?

Yes, | am a U.S. citizen (or U.S. national) s Yes, | am a U.S. citizen (or U.S. national) E Question 30 ]
When you begin college in the 2015-2016 school year, what will be your high school T Wm you begin o?ouege in the 2015-2016 school year, what will be your high school ?h"a'?d m@ﬂﬁfee U,mr:iﬁcaiz
completion status? Se completion status’ - t you wi working towa

High school diploma a ::3’ High school dipioma 3:2:‘9"‘3;2"0;;3:; g!smoo'
When vou beain the 2015-2016 ¢ | vear. what wil be your grade level? an U When you begin the 2015-2016 school year, what will be your grade level? certificate does not fit into any

"D Never attended college/1st yr. & of the categories listed or if you

Never attended college/1st yr. 4 ot certificate will you be co When you begin the 2015-2016 school year, what degree or certificate will you be zr:dt;?::: ?,f,m"“.,,e 1&:‘ orl

Attended college before/1st yr. e N o a 3 workina on? = g

2nd yr./sophomore B G N More>>>

3rd yr.fjunior the 1st bachelor's degree

4th yr./senior udy? at T 2nd bachelor's degree

Sth yr./other undergraduate yo Associate degree (occupational or technical program)

1st yr. graduate/professional ly 1, 2015? co Associate degree (general education/transfer program)
Continuing graduate/professional or beyond ' ' ce Certificate/diploma (occupational/technical/education program of less than 2 yr.)
- en Certificate/diploma (occupational/technical/education program of at least 2 yr.)
Are you a foster youth or were you at any time in the foster care system? m Teaching credential program (nondegree program)

Select ;‘: Graduate/professional degree
Highest school completed by Parent 1 Other/undecided —

Select - M

. Highest school completed by Parent 2
Highest school completed by Parent 2 Select B
Select & G J
P PREVIOUS
{ PREVIOUS| {lI243
NEED HELP? CLEAR ALL DATA | VIEW FAFSA SUMMARY EXIT
NEED HELP? CLEAR ALL DATA | VIEW FAFSA SUMMARY EXIT

+ >

Allmalesarerequi red to register with the Selective Service when the

Meo. You wil!/| automatically be registered when you tur timell 8!
Your high school completion status is high school diploma

When you begin the 2018-2019 school year, your grade level willbei Never att endetg r &EdENIIFEYOE HAVE DUAL
ENROLLED OR ARE IN EARLY COLLEGE! This is very important! Do NOT s e | ettehdediicéllege before/lsty r . 0

Y

Select thedegree or certificate  you will be working on. If you are going to a 4-year college, you are workingonyour b ac hel or

degree. Il f you are going to a communi t ywork goubredpiag ah assogatetdegse® u r
(occupational or technical program). If you are planning to transfer to a 4 -year school, you are doing associate degree (general
education/transfer program). If you are doing a certificate program, select the appropr iate option for length of the program.

It i s recommended that you s ewor& estudyi Fedesabwork-study ibaneeatgased pragsam that r e d
connects students with jobs on campus so that they can earn a paycheck while going to colige. If you are awarded work study, you can
al ways refuse it, but you cannot be awarded it as an option

The foster youth question and highest school completed by your parents can be used for scholarship consideration by some coéiges.
Answer to the best of your knowledge.

a
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@ SEARCH 9 Here is where you add the colleges you have applied to so
Student School Dependency Parent Financial Sign & Confirmation that they receive your FAFSA It iS recommended that yOU
Demographics Selection Status Demographics Information Submit add EACH SChOOI you app“ed 1'0, even |f you have a C|eal’

e N top choice. Colleges cannot sendyou a financial aid award
Student Eligibility continued ; ) .
T Help and Hints letter if you do not send your FAFSA to them! If you applied

_ _ _ -y e to MCC or GRCC, donodot forge
Enter the name, city, and state of your high school, then click Confirm. Question 27
[ e et schect Ener the name, iy, and site You can add up to 10 schools. If you applied to more than 10
of the high school where you
B chylo your ighachuo located? recsived o il receive your and are still considering all of them as options, see the
ot e e i ot e Solct Freign Coury o e counseling office for help. It is possible, but it takes a few
Michigan 4} “In alstateusnyourmg extra StepS'
school located?" dropdown box
3. hil Schodl diploma.
We found 2 results that meet your criteria. To narmow your results, change the information Ent ¢ i Tp . YOU ShOU|d pUt a MIChIgan SChOOI FIRST OI‘I your IIStl even
in the entry fields above to better clarfy your request and click Confirm again, ntar as much information as H H H 1
Click the Select link next to the correct high school to add it to your application. If your feﬁf;?gmﬁ\:mr;%?m If your top ChOIce IS an OUt Of State SChOOl If you applled to
nigh school is not fisted and you believe you entered the information comectly, click Next high school name and city, you a PRIVATE in state SChOOl, that school should be listed first.
e may ene (e ul name o This matters for consideration for state grant aid, as well as
mmmqnlya.ocepte_o . . e i El T
i axammplo, you can enter || the Michigan Competitive Scholarship. If you are eligible for
School Name city S s e e this (based on having a least 1200 on the SAT) the money
S | SPANTHIGHSTHOO CrANT . J will only go to the school you have listed first on your
Select GRANT LEARNING CENTER GRANT FAFSAI
To add Grant High School as vy (7] [Snan]
city and AMichiganodo as the stl|lat
. Student Sci Dependen: Paren Financial Sign & Confirmation
show you GHS and the Learning Center below. Select the B R seiectoo B Devipesin e N

added.

appropriate option by <clickinlg
should then show you confi{ation that your school as been

= Susan, based on the information you provided, we have determined that you may quaiify for federal student aid.
Continue through the application for us to determine how much aid you can receive.

SEARTH
=

r

Schoal Dapandescy

Studurt Financisl Sgnk Confrmation
Derragragieie Seiection Bk

WA Fuml

= Appication was successfully saved

-

Stwdent Eligibiity continued Help and Hints You can add up to 10 colieges 1o your FAFSA. If you know your college’s school code, use the option 1o the right to search. If

you need help finding your college, use the state (required), city {optional), and school name (optional) fieids to begin your
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Erackent's High Schoal Kame, search
= City, and Stats .
JEOl . e riph schosi o seiscied was sdded T your applcaiion, Cics Has i .
Eorkrua Camatie Al of the information you report on the FAFSA will be sent to each colege listed, including the names of the other colleges
E-far %8 mars, oty ard s listed. If you don't want this information sent to a particular coliege, do not list that school on your FAFSA.
of I g SOR00I s Yo
receae oF will FRCENAR WTAR
Eobir IS i, olp @52 W 80 winr’ P Sifeed Teiet i Cadfinm P Schond i
Wh . e rasrms of owr Pigh choni? Sainci Forsign Cousiny fom e State| Select B Federal School Code
GRANT HIGH S M1 ] S5 8 o P
BONDD O CrOgoa DO
In what cily i e highs schoal iocaledl? F yous receivisd @ loesign school City (optional)
GRANT L L DT ] OR
_ LB Piph Benadl iiord
In what giate i your high schood GoaiedT School Name (optional)
Vichegan 2] Estr i Tusch formaton i

el 1D DS E Tel O
mziu;l redeevar sanrth remuite For g
PP ashisd ol ey, e V(6.8 Search Tips SEARCH
FUIy Ve T Pl reTes O
comTIENy Sccapted

MREOUS MEXT EDisirATRAE o dhased.
BRI R I AT
K resdy B for Kamrech

—F b
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SEARCH

School

Dependency Parent Financial Sign & Confirmation

Status Demographics Information Submit

School Selection Summary
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For each school listed, select the appropriate housing pian from the dropdown list.

You may change the positioning of any school in th's ist. To do so, dlick on the school name and then use the buttons on the
right to change the position of the selected school. The FIRST and LAST buttons will move the school to either the top or bottom
of your list, respectively, and the UP and DOWN buttons will move the school one position up, or one position down,
respectively.

For federal student aid purposes, it does not matter in what order you list your selected schools. However, placing a school that
participates in your state’s student grant programs first may help you obtain state grant aid. Check with your state grant agency
for more information.

School Name School Housing Plans
Code

ALMA COLLEGE 002238 m_ Remove

On Campus

ith P

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 002290 Wt Bae Remove

Off Campus
MUSKEGON COMMUNITY COLLEGE 002297 Seiect 5 Remove

‘ VIEW SELECTED SCHOOL INFORMATION

ADD A SCHOOL
<previous| IMTEA»

10

Select the housing plan for each of the colleges you
added to your FAFSA. If the school is more than ~ 50
miles away, you will likely be required to live on
campus. If you are not sure, but think you might want
to live on campus, you shouldsee ct A on
now. This is important when schools use your FAFSA
results to determine fina
reduce your financial aid award because you are living
at home (costs less) than it is to get more money if you
decide later to live on campus (higher cost of
attendance!). Notice the difference between off campus
and with parent. If you plan to get an apartment and
live on your own or with roommates, this is considered
off campus. With parent is only if you are commuting
from home.

nc
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campuso

These questions are used to determine if you will need
parent information on your FAFSA (if you are considered
6independent 6 f or fMoststudents a |
will answer i Neséqueéstionsal | of

I f you think you can answer
these questions, come to the counseling office for

help . Each college will ask for verification of these
qguestions if you answer fAYe
If you are in a lega guardianship, you must have the court
documents available to show the colleges. If you have been
regi stered as Ahomel essodo by
letter that states this. If you are a ward of the court or meet
the foster care guidelines you will need legal
documentation.). Your financial aid process might be a little
more complicated I f you ans
questions. Therefore, be in communication with the
counseling office staff to ensure everything is completed
correctly and on time!

192
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Exsmeremperp—————— R
Help and Hints
= Application was successfully saved. Is Student Homeless or At
Risk of Being Homeless?

Select Yes f any tme after July

Were you bom before January 1, 19927 1, 2014, you were homeless or

Yes ONo were seif-supporting and at risk
As of today, are you marmied? of being homeless.
You': 9RO Select No if you are not

Al the beginning of the 2015-2016 school year, will you be working on a master's or
doctorate program (such as an MA, MBA, MD, JD, PhD, EdD, or graduate certificate,

Do you now have or will you have children who will receive more than half of their support
from you between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016?
Yes ©@No

Do you have dependents (other than your children or spouse) who live with you and who
receive more than haif of their support from you, now and through June 30, 2016?
Yes ©@No

Are you currently serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces for purposes other than
training?
Yes @No

Are you 3 veteran of the U S. Armed Forces?
Yes ©@No

At any time since you turned age 13, were both your parents deceased, were you in foster
care, or were you a dependent or ward of the court?
Yes ©@No

As determined by a court in your state of iegal residence, are you Of were you an
emancipated minor?

Yes ©No
As determined by a court in your state of legal residence, are you or were you in legal
guardianship?

Yes ©@No
On or after July 1, 2014, were you homeless or were you seif-supporting and at risk of
Deing homeless?

Yes @iNo

{ereviovs| [Ea

« Homeless means lacking

» You may be homeless if you

nhomeless or at risk of being
homeless.

fixed, reguiar and adequate
housing.

are iving In shellers, parxs,
moteis or cars, or temporarily
living with other people
because you have nowhere
eise 10 go. Also, if you are
fiving in any of these
situations and fleeing an
2busive parent you may be
considered homeless even if
your parent wouid provide

J
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|l f you answered fANoOoO to a
you will see this page. Y
provide parental i nf or mat
unable to provide parental information for any reason,
come to the counseling officefor help. In the vast
majority of cases, you can only be awarded financial
aid if you provide parental information. When in

doubt, ask for help!

ou Wwi
i ono
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Next IS
the

aiieﬂt R

section!




