
Annotating goes beyond underlining, highlighting, or drawing symbols in a text. Annotation 

includes adding purposeful notes, key words 

, definitions, and and phrases connections 

tied to specific sections of text.  

If you have purchased your own copy of a text, you can 

annotate right on the printed pages. The chart to the right 

provides one example of how some people like to annotate 

text. Truth is, annotation is a very personal system of 

note taking, and you can annotate in any way that 

makes sense to you!  

 

MODIFICATIONS: 

POST-ITS If you are using a library book or a borrowed text, 

you might choose to annotate with post-it notes.Remember 

to write down the page numbers on your post its and 

remove them before you give back the book, then, keep 

your post-its in a safe place so you can refer to your notes 

whenever you need to.  

DIGITAL If you are using an eReader such as a Kindle, you 

can actually take notes right in the program. Check out this web resource for more instructions on annotating with a Kindle 

eReader. If you’re using another eReader, check your user manual for more information.  

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?nodeId=201241990


If you decide that you want to annotate a text, you should 

probably make a list of things that you want to look for as 

you go along. Here are some suggestions: 

a. Locating evidence in support of a claim 
b. Identifying main idea and supporting details, 
c. Analyzing the validity of an argument or counter-argument 
d. Determining author’s purpose 
e. Giving an opinion, reacting, or reflecting 
f. Identifying character traits/motivations 
g. Summarizing and synthesizing 
h. Defining key vocabulary 
i. Identifying patterns and repetitions 
j. Making connections 
k. Making predictions 

 

The image on this page contains a student’s annotations 

of Shakespeare’s Macbeth. In this example, the 

annotations provide summaries of what is happening in 

the scene.  
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